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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ROLE OF
LAWYERS
IN THE
RIGHTS
FOR
TECHNOLOGY
STARTUP ECOSYSTEM
COMPANIES
IN NIGERIA
Importance of legal consulting for your startup
DETERMINING AND PROTECTING IP RIGHTS
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Without a doubt, creativity and inventions are
valued

within

the

technology

environment as reflected in the disruptions by
technology in almost all facets of human life.
In the technology environment, there are four
proprietary

rights

that

require

attention namely, Copyrights, Patents, Trade
Secret and Trademarks.
Copyrights;; Copyright is aimed at protecting
creative works of the human intellect. It
relates to literary and artistic works. "literary
or artistic works" is not limited to literature
and music; it also includes such technical
expressions
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your software solves a certain problem, it

Investment.
Trade secrets; Trade secrets have to do with
proprietary information that a technology
company discovers and works with. they are
usually not registered with any authority but
are maintained indefinitely by members of the
company or partners until they are discovered
by another company in the market.
The best way to protect trade secrets however
is to execute a Non-Disclosure Agreement
(NDA) or a Confidentiality Agreement (CA) to
dispel unnecessary worry about entrusting
information on your idea or project to another

Trademarks; A trademark is a distinctive,
recognizable word or words, logos, slogans,
domain names, shape, sound, or combination
of any of them that represents or identifies a
company, products or services, so as to
distinguish particular goods or services in the
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"it is the responsibility of the
lawyer to protect all these IP rights
by depositing and registering same
at the Nigerian Copyrights
Commission, Trademark, Patent and
Design Registry and ensure the
ownership of these rights by the
start-up by drafting documents
like.."

It is the responsibility of the lawyer to protect all
these IP rights by registering same at the relevant
Registries and ensure the ownership of these rights by
the start-up by drafting documents like Licensing
Agreements,

Release
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Contracts,
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Keep your employment work separate from

Conduct

your new idea;

investors:

One of the biggest pitfalls at the beginning of a
company is when a founder starts working on
their new idea at the same time they are
working

for

someone

else.

Conflicting

obligations can put ownership of your new
company’s intellectual property at risk. It is
important to know that most times, new ideas
and inventions developed by the employee
related to the business of the employer is
owned fully by the employer. Unless an
employer expressly approves side projects
(without claiming an ownership right), it is a bad
idea to use company resources and time to do
something other than your day job.
Guard the sharing of your ideas;
Some of the best new ideas are developed over
discussions with friends However, there is a
need to adopt a strictly 'need to know' policy in
order to control who to share the idea with and
to what extent
Engage a lawyer ; In all the excitement of
setting up shop, it is easy to be a starry-eyed
optimist – and ignore any foreboding. While a
positive outlook is to be revered and cherished,
without a lawyer looking out for your best
interests, it’s easy to miss common legal
mishaps that pose a threat to any startup.
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The golden rule is never to pitch business ideas to just
anyone. Before sharing ideas with an investor, there is
need to conduct due diligence on such investor to
know their capacity and capability to enhance your
venture, and execute an airtight Non-Disclosure
agreement.
Have contributors assign their IP to the company;
A number of different stakeholders may contribute
intellectual property to your new company. Thus,
founders have to make sure the source code is their
intellectual property and not the developer’s by
engaging good lawyers to draft contracts to reflect
such terms before engaging any third-party services.

In conclusion, Intellectual property is often the
most valuable asset of a technology startup. A
sound Intellectual Property protection strategy
from the beginning can be essential to obtaining
venture capital funding, help attract investors,
suppliers,
partners,
and
prevent
unfair
competition because this form of protection offers
more security with any potential success.

Disclaimer: The intention of this article is mainly
to provide a general guide to the subject matter
and does not by itself constitute a legal advice to
readers. No reader should act on the matters
covered in this publication without first seeking
specialist legal advice.
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